FROM A 


hate of B 


TO HIS: 
Friend in the Cour A r. 


on a ſhort Account of the Proceedings of 
the TACKERS, upon the Occaſional and 
| Self-denying Bills, the AR of Security in Seot- 
land, od other Occurrences n lat Seffion. 
of Parkament. 1 


SIR . N 
1255 dd obedience to your Commands 


have ſent a pr a ſhort Account of the ſeveral Debates 
in'the H of Commons upon the Bills and other Mat- 
ters mentioned in your Letter. . 

The Speaker having Re norted the Queen's inoſt Gearlozs 

1 N the eh ee a 3 - great 
ity a or his Country, made a v a 

| Coded with a Motion fort am humble Ad — — 

to Her Majeſty, which you have ſeen in Print: This Motion was 

Seconded, amongſt others, by Mr. Br —y- who defired that Aſſu- 


rance might be 


g ven of all poſſible to the neteffa g 
- Supplies. Sir RAIL ah, Speck in pie Her Ma- | 


— 


jeſty, and of the Glorious Succeſſes the laſt Summer, and coneur- 

ring in the other Parts of the Addreſs, did a//o hope they ſhould 

have an opportunity this Seſſion, to maintain the Legal Preroga- 
troes of the Crown, and the Rights and Liberties of the People. 

The Houſe having appointed a Day to confider of Her 

_ - Majeſty's Speech: Sir H. M. made a Motion, That — 

ar 


granted to Her . Majeſty for the carrying on *a vigorous 
againſt France and Spain. RY. 

This extraordinary Zeal of the Country Gentlemen for Dif. 
patch of the publick Supplies, was particularly ta ken notice of 
in the Houſe : And the truth was, that as Gentlemen ſaw a 
neceſſity of carrying on the War with Vigour on one fide, ſo on 


the other, they apprehended there was no way to ſecure the Eſta- 


bliſh'd Government, and to put an end to the Contention in the 
Kingdom, but by paſſing the Occaſional Bill ; and there was no 
way to pals that Bill, but by Conſolidating the ſame with the 
Land Tax; and therefore, that they might do it with ſafety eve- 


ry way, whether it paſſed the Lords or not, they gave the great - 


er diſpatch to the Publick Aids, that in caſe theLords ſhould rejec̃t 
the Tack, they might, upon a ſhort Prorogation, renew and 
paſs the Mony-Bill within the uſual time; but this was not 


declared left the Lords ſhould from thence be the more encou- | 


raged to 5 — the Bill. * 

And te demonſtrate that theſe Gentlemen had no other deſign, 
the E. of Dy--* was the Perſon that firſt moved for reter- 
ring the Occaſional Bill to the ſame Committee, to whom the 
Land-Tax was referred, in order to join them both together; 
which this Noble Lord would never have condeſcended to do, 


but that he knew no evil Conſequences could 3 happen, 
. 


altho' the Bill ſhould have been rejected by the Lord 
| In the Debate on this occaſion, ſome Gentlemen argued againſt 


the Right of Tacking, or joining two Bills together: Others 


agreed to a Right of Taching, but not againſt the Lords : The 
Antient Members on that fide agreed that the Commons had 
a Right to Tack on Extraordinary Occaſions, but did not think 


it ſeaſonable at this time: And upon this Topick, Gentlemen 
had a fair Opportunity of ſhewing their Eloquence, and of 


er and Inconveniences that would arife in 


ifying the Da 
— the I ſho 


not think fit to pals the Bill. 1 
e 


(3) | 
On the other fide it was argued, that the Commons had the 
Right of giving Mony, nor only for ſecuring their Properties 
from Arbitrary Taxes; bur alſo for purchaſing and obraining 
good and wholſom Laws for the Welfare. of the Publick, and 
that in all Ages they had made uſe of that Privilege for ſuch 
Purpoſes. 1 . | | 
That in Antient Parliaments the Commons did generally inſiſt 
on having good Laws, and on Redreſs of Grievances, before they 
would give any Mony at all; and in proceſs of time, when the, - 
Exigencies of Affairs required Diſpatch of the Supplies, ot the 
Prince grew jealous, that the Commons, after paſſing one, might += 
inſiſt on more Bills, before they would give any Mony; the - * 
Commons for the mutual Satisfaction of the Prince and People, 
ſent up their Mony and their Grievances together, which is now . 
calbd Tacking:. This was no Encroachment, but rather an Expe-- 
dient found out on extraordinary-Occafions for the Safety and 
Satisfaction of the whole Legiſlature. 8 882 0 
And to thoſe that diſtinguiſh'd between Tacking againſt the 5 10M 
Crown, and Tacking againſt the Lords, they readily replyã d. 
that the Lords being the Creatures of the Crown, they made 
a Diſtinction without any great Difference. No ſuch Tack 
could ever come to the Crown, but thro* the Houſe of Peers. 
Every Tack that had been made in former Times, where- 
of there were ſome almoſt in every Reign, were Tacks againſt + 
the Lords, as well as againſt the Crown. o they were not to - = 
the prejudice of either, as plainly appears, but only to pre- | _ 
ſerve the 2 Safety. 3 4 | „ 
The plain Meaning of this Terrible Odious thing, call'd A 
Tacking ; (for every thing is odicus to the Ignorant, that hath a 
not Succeſs) was no more but this : The Commons give Mony 
for the Good of the People, to defend our Excellent Conſtitu- 
tion and Eſtabliſh'd. Government againſt all its Enemies both at 
home and abroad; and therefore they delired that the End and the 
Means might be joined together in the fame Bill. As for inſtance, _ 
in the caſe before us; The Commons gave Mony, to the end 
that the Civil Officers, who are to take care of them at home, | 
might be conformable to the Eſtabliſh'd Government, and that the 
Military Officers and Soldiers, who are to fight for them abroad, | 
might be well paid: Why may not theſe things be coupl'd together ' 
in the ſame Ac? Is the End E to the Thing that is nne. | 
| | 2 | or 


— 
— ar . 


Y 


on certain Conditions? 


— 
Aids have been granted to the Crown, 
the Lords orghe Prince do not like 
the Terms, they may reject the Bill; but it is as much the Right 
cf the Commons to grant on Condition, as it is the Right of the 
2 to reject, if they ſee cauſe. See the Abridgment of Cotton: 

cords. 

The Commons do generally deſire to ſend up fingle Bills, 
becauſe they may have the Concurrence of the Lords in 
the Amendments of them, which when joined to a Money 
Bill, they are deprived of, but this doth as much concern the 
Commons as the Lords; for if the Commons think fit to Tack 

2 Bill to an Aid, they run the hazard of loofing that Bill, which 
if ſent up by it ſelf, might have been obtained with a Reaſona- 
ble Amendment; and therefore they never do Tack, but on an Ex- 
traordinary Occaſion as this was, after a Bill has been well 
confidered, often rejected by the other RON, had was of great 
Importance to the Peace and Welfare of the Nation. 

nd it is the uſage in the Houſe of Commons, after a Bill 
is Read a Third Time and paſſed, then to give it the ſame or 
a new Title, and if this Bill had been then Entituled, as it might 
have been; An Ad for granting an Aid to Her Majeſty, for the 
better Security of the Eftabliſh'd Government in Church and State, 
both Parts of the Bill had been proper to the Title, and there 
bg nothing in the Bill Foreign to the ſame, there had been no 
Tack at all. | | | | 
Aud thus the Tack is Tuftified and Avoided at the ſame Time; 


for that End ? How man 


fror i it be taken as à Tack, they bad a right fo to do, and a 


reaſonable Ciuſe to attempt it, without any Danger z but 
this was ina Cafe of ſuch à Nature, that One II /e would pro- 
perly both Bills; ſo that all the great Clamor about 
2 Tack, which maketh ſuch a Noiſe in the World, proveth to 
de but a Squib, Powder without Shot, that giveth a Crack, but 
—— into Air and r 1 T7 | * 
| Arguments againft Tzcking, were equally againſt 
_ theLords rejecting the ill when Tacked ; ad ihe N could 
never believe the -Lords would expoſe the Nation to all the 
D that were ſuppoſed; rather than to paſs ſo Reaſonable 
2,.Bill, for the Security of the Church. 8 
And here it may not be improper to obſerve, that the Commons 
hey d fo great a Temper in this Matter, in hopes of putting z an 


7 


Fo, 


end to this Controverſie, that they ſent up the Rill-in'a mannet aß 
the Lords had paſſed ir before, and brought in a Clauſe to Ee 
the Diſſemters of Offices of Burtben; ſo that in Truth, if the 
Diſſenters do not deſign ro Deſtroy our Church, and Eſtabliſh 
their own, they oughrto have Petitioned, (as they formerly declar'd 
they would, on the Addition of ſuch a Claufe,) for the paſſing of 
that Bill in the Houſe of Lords, as it was then paſſed through 
the Houſe of Commons. EN ach | | 
A Worthy Member of the other fide was pleasd to declare, 
That he admired to ſee any Gentlemen, that bad been always 
zealous for that Bill, ſpeak againſt the Tack, ſince there was no 
other way to obtain the Bill. For bis part, be had always been 
| 2 U the Bill, and therefore was ey the joining of it 
to a Publick Aid; but in caſe be had been of an Opinion for the 
Bill, he ſhould have readily joined with thoſe that were for 
conſolidating the ſame with the Land Tax; ſince there 3s no doubt 
but the Commons haue a Right to Tack, by annexing ſuch Cunditi- 
ons to the Grant of Money, as they ſhall think neceſſary for the 
Pablick Safety. 58 
I ſhall not trouble you at preſent with the Hiftory of 
Tacking, of which the Journals of the Houſe will furniſh you 
with innumerable Inſtances; but pray Sir Recolle& your felf, 
were not you a Member of Parliament in the laſt Reign ? And 

were not you a Tacker in that Glorious Reign? Were not the 
Iriſh Forfeitures Tacked to a Money Bill? Were not the Com- 
miſſioners of the Excife Tacked to a Money Bill? And after that 
the Commiſhoners of the Cuſtoms, to make them uncapable to 
fit in Parliament? Was not the Bill of Accounts Tacked to a 
Money Bills And were not all theſe Tacks made by the very fame. 

Party, that now cry out 3 Tacking; what is the meaning of 
all this? Formy Nn read to gnefs at it, and ſhall paſs o- 
ver this Affair and proceed to give a ſhort Account of t te 
- upon the Scorch Affairs; in which the Tackers will apppear to 
| have been the moſt zealous Advocates for the Houſe of Hanover, 
and the Act of Succeſſion. I 0 

A Day being appointed to take that Matter into Conſideration, 

it was Unanimouſly agreed. that the paſſing the A of Security in 
Scotland was of dangerous conſequence to the Peace and Welfare of 
this Nation : But theſe Jacobire Tackers (who are indeed honeft 
Country Gentlemen, that are not in any Offices or Places, but 
 - zealous for the Good of thoſe by whom they are intruſted) 


n N 
theſe High Fiyers were ſo unreaſonable as to propoſe, that the 
patling that Att did tend to Defeat the _ Succeſhon of the 
Crown in the Uluſirious _ of Hanover , and what elſe could 
it end to? The Scorch poſitively refuſe to Eſtabliſh the ſame 


Succeſſor as Erng/and, unleſs they have thoſe Things granted, 
which cannot be done without Ruin to this Nation; they are 


under the greateſt Reſentments' imaginable, and when the only 


Thing leit to reduce them to the Att of Succeſſion, was the 
Power of Eng/and, what then? to make that Argument more 
prevailing, they are ordered to be Armed and Diſciplined e 
very Month: Is this the way to preſerve the Succeſhon ? and 
yet upon a Diviſion in the Houſe, there was 139 againſt it; the 
Tackers were out Vored, and when the Queſtion was over, and 
the Tackers and Arnti-Tackers came to Converſe together; it 
was confeſſed that the Reaſon that induced them to oppoſe 
that Queſtion, was, becauſe they were in formed, that in Gale 
it had been carried, theſe Tackers had intended to have 
Moved for an Addreſs to the Queen, to deſire the Princeſs 
Sophia to refide in England. | 
So that theſe Tackers are Monſtrous ſort of Creatures, for 
they are Hanoverians within Doors, and Jacobites without. 
ut now let us ſee how the Tackers behaved themſelves when 
a Motion was made to Arm the People in England, as well as 
in Scotland? Did theſe Tackers Promote or Encourage that Mo- 
+ tion? No, they declared againſt ir, they were for preſerving the 
Peace and Quiet of the Kingdom; they did not think that it was a 
proper. Time to Arm the People, when there were ſuch Unhap- 
py Feuds and Animoſities in the Kingdom; they were for pre- 
—— the Power of the Sword in the Crown, as it is wiſely 
Eſtabliſhed by the Acts of Militia, and thereby Securing us from 
the Danger of Popular and Tumultuous Aſſemblies, and in the 
Conſequence thereof, from Deltroying the Monarchy, and the 
Act of Succeſſion; The / confidered where the Arms are placed, 
there will be the Power, and where the Power is, there will be 
the Government ; and they were not for doing the ſame thing in 
England, which they have condemned in Scotland. . 
And are not theſe Tackers ſtrange ſort of Men? that while 
they are accuſed of Facking apainſ, are really ſhewing their 


1 
. 


utmoſt Zeal in defence of the Crown: But it is to be feared, 


that it will go ſoon appear, that theſe Tackers have been in- 
deavouring.20 fave thoſe thar will got be ſaved, rll tis our of 
We; 2 | the 


2 


| (7) 
the Power of Man; and we have ro-reaſon now to expect 
Miracles. 2 A | 
An ObjeQion is Parted againſt theſe Tackers, that they are 
playing a cunning Game, and all their Defign is to advance 
themſelves, and get into Places; but how is this conſiſtent with 
the late Bills to leſſen the great Number of Publick Officers in 
Parliament; which were firſt moved by tnem, and proſecuted with 
all the Zeal Imaginable. Theſe are Inſtances one would think, 
ſhould demonſtrate to all Mankind who theſe Tackers are? - © 
Men of Honour, Principles, and Eſtates; Men that have no | 
other Aim or End; but the Peace and Quiet, the Proſperity and - 
Happineſs of their Native Country; Men that remember. — 
the late Alterations, Diſtractions, and Civil Wars; are deſi- 
10us to fortify the Conſtitution, and preſerve us from Anarchy, 
and a Presbyterian Eſtabliſhment.; Men that hate Perſecution 
more than their Enemies ; and are not endeayouring to bring iron RW: 
ry. but to keep it from themſelves, and in order to that, 1! 
muſt farther acquaint you, that they have added a'Clauſe ro the 
Scotch Bill, that the Commiſſioners ſhould not have Power 
to treat with Scotland about any Alteration in the Doftrine or 
Diſcipline of the eftabliſhed Church. r > RE Oi 
And here I need not tell you what Care they have taken to 
preſerve the Rights and Liberties of all the Commons of Eng- 
land, ſince that will ſufficiently appeag, by the Printed Report b 
the Conferences between the Two Houſes; neither will N „ 
ble you with any Account of the Bill for the Relief, Imploy- 4 
ment, and Settlement of the Poor, fince the ſame is comi | 1 
forth in Print, and will beſt ſpeak for it ſelf, and for theſe Tack TS 43 
ers who have taken ſo much Pains for rhe Good of their Country. | 3 
And now, how comes it to pals, that theſe Tackers take fo - 7 
much Care of The Succeſſion of the Crown in tbe Wuſtrious . "nl 
Houſe of Hanover, of the Monarch, the Church, the Religion 
and the Rights of their Country f Are theſe the Signs of their bes. -- 
ing Facobites? or is it true, that the Game in Forty One is bee 
ginning again? and all that will not 'aQta part in that dark and _ | 
diſmal Tragedy, are to be branded with the Natnes of Papi, 
acobites, Perkinites, and what elſe they pleaſe? "tt; | 
But there are none ſo Blind as they that will nor ſees is there | "0 
not a Storm gathering in the North it not portend ill to e 
England ? Did not che ſol League and Covenant ariſe from * 
thence? Is not eee Prelacy declared rend 
* N | | R 
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; | (83) | 
: de an unſupportable Grievance? Have they not made it High 
th _— Treaſon to Speak or Write for Epiſcopacy in the Church? And 
: do pou think they will not do the fame thing in Exgland, if 
they prevail? And whit can hinder them, if their Brethren in 
. England Joyn with them? How ſoon are the beſt Governments 
in the World overturned by a ſudden Conjuncture? And when 
is the proper time for ſuch a Revolution, but when Men ſeem 
ro be Infatuated, and lulled aſleep with fair Pretenges, and Speci- 
ous Repreſentations. 69 by 


* 


2 As to what you mention of the Ballads, Liſts and Libels, 
24g tinſt the Tackers, I am perſwaded that thoſe things will turn 
s to their Honour and Ad vantage, for ſuch Malitious and Vile 
Proceedings, do never — ben againſt their own Knowledge 
And long Experience, and againſt Gentlemen of antient Families, 
bo | and known Zeal and Integrity, for the common Good of their 
| Sovereign and their Country. 1 7 
As to my Friend, mentioned in your Letter, he does freely 
. own himſelf to be one of thoſe whom the Enemies to England 
oy call Tacters, one that was for Joining the ſecurity of the Church 
| and State in the fame Bill, One that was for preſerving the pre- 
ſent Eſtabliſhment, and (by removing Fears and Iealouſies en both 
I % , fides) for reſtoring the great and ineſtimable Bleſfing of Peace and 


R On. 89898 | | r : * 
2 He cannot but Particular, and believe that it will 
£ de remembred by Poſterity for the Honour of his Family: that 
0 Temptations of Honout or Preferment, no Hopes nor Fears, 
_---. have prevailed upon him to deſert rhe Cauſe of or Religi- 
_ 20, his Prince or his Country. a 
$ -I ſhall conclude this Letter with a hearty Prayer to Almighty 
God to Bleſs Her Majeſty: with a long and proſperous Reign 
over us; With Peace at Home, and Victory abroad; with faith- 
ful Gouncellors, and Unbyaſſed Patriots. „ 
And in order to our future Happineſs, That the Diſſenters may 
bs contented with the Act of Toleration, the Eſtabliſh'd Church 
4s be ſecurely ſetled to all Poſterity ; and that the People of Z7g- 
and may dot wagt theſe Honeſt Tackers to repreſent them in the 


_ * of | * * - 
3 Inſuing Pallament. 
bh | Is. 
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Wor and Weſtminſter, . 
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